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Juneteenth is a celebration of the emancipation of enslaved African Americans in
Texas, and has been an official Texas holiday since 1979.

On June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston to announce the
end of slavery in Texas, almost two and a half years after President Abraham Lincoln
issued the

The Major General's announcement, , reads as follows: "The
people of Texas are informed that in accordance with a proclamation from the
Executive of the United States, all slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality of
personal rights and rights of property between former masters and slaves, and the
connection heretofore existing between them becomes that between employer and
hired labor. The freedmen are advised to remain quietly at their present homes, and
work for wages. They are informed that they will not be allowed to collect at military
posts and that they will not be supported in idleness either there or elsewhere."

authored , 66th R.S. (1979), declaring June
19th, Emancipation Day, an official Texas holiday. The
(right) was installed in Galveston on June 21, 2014. In 2016, a dedicated to

African Americans in Texas was unveiled on the Texas Capitol grounds (cover image).

Last year, Congress passed the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act (
), making June 19 a public holiday. It was signed by President Joe Biden on
June 17, 2021.

On July 22, 2021, the Texas Senate passed , 87th 1st C.S., recognizing Opal Lee,
: ," on the designation of Juneteenth as a national
holiday.

Learn more about and the holiday's Texas origins in the


https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/emancipation-proclamation
https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/juneteenth-original-document
https://lrl.texas.gov/legeLeaders/members/memberDisplay.cfm?memberID=124
https://lrl.texas.gov/legis/billSearch/BillDetails.cfm?legSession=66-0&billTypeDetail=HB&billnumberDetail=1016
https://www.thc.texas.gov/blog/juneteenth-journey
https://lrl.texas.gov/whatsnew/client/index.cfm/2017/2/14/New-Texas-African-American-Monument
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ17/PLAW-117publ17.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ17/PLAW-117publ17.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=871&Bill=SR19
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/871/billtext/pdf/SR00019F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/lkj01
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook
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You can also find more information about Juneteenth from the following resources:

°" ," The Medallion, Texas Historical Commission, November 3,
2014

° , National Museum of African American
History of Culture, June 19, 2019

° , National
Archlves News, U.S. National Archlves and Records Administration, June 19, 2020

o' " In Custodia Legis, Law Library of Congress,
June 23, 2021

° , Texas State Library and Archives Commission, page
last modified June 2, 2022

° , Congressional Research Service, updated June 14, 2022

°" ," Governing, June 17, 2022
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https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/historical-legacy-juneteenth
https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/juneteenth-original-document
https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2021/06/legislative-history-of-juneteenth/
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/juneteenth
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/misc/R44865.pdf
https://www.governing.com/context/the-surprising-local-origin-story-of-juneteenth

